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GREETINGS STAR LAKE
FAMILIES,
Here we are in November! I want to send a heartfelt THANK
YOU to each of our families for your support and partnership as
we are navigating remote learning! It is exciting to see our
students reading, participating in breakout room conversations
with their peers, and solving math problems using a variety of strategies! I love when they tip
their cameras down or hold up their whiteboards to show their work.

We also appreciate the help you are giving your children with keeping supplies organized.
Every day students will need to be able to use paper, pencil, whiteboards and markers and have
their iReady math book handy. In addition, students in K-2 classrooms need their phonics
journals, and 3-5 students need their EL packets, spiral notebooks and books close at hand.
Having a box or bag that students put all their supplies in every day will help them to be ready.
Every time a student needs to leave the zoom session to wander around looking for supplies,
they miss valuable instructional time. Being organized is a valuable life skill!

I want to thank our parents and students for the continued great attendance trends we have
been seeing here at Star Lake! The majority of our students are joining zoom sessions every
day! Our daily average attendance is 95% for Mon, Tues, Thurs, and Fri. On Wednesdays, that
rate drops to about 85%, so I want to remind families that students need to log into Canvas
every Wednesday and engage in the asynchronous work that teachers are providing on their
homepages. This combination of zoom live instruction and student independent work and
READING at home every day, is the best plan to help students learn and grow in this remote
setting.

We are working to build independent scholars here at Star Lake. Students can earn Star Lake
Way tickets for time on task in iReady math and reading lessons and for successfully
completing lessons. Attendance at zoom meeting is fabulous but is not enough to facilitate
the growth students need to make this year. Students have to spend time outside of zoom
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sessions reading a good �t book, completing assignments, competing assessments and
working on iReady lessons. This is the application part of instruction. Teachers are teaching
and helping students practice skills during zoom sessions, students need to continue that
practice and application during asynchronous time.

Our next parent zoom meetings are TONIGHT, Thursday, November 19th at 6:00pm and
Wednesday, December 9th at 10:00am. Please join me to hear about our move to elementary
24, student led conferences, and to share your feedback with me. Your voice is so important!

I hope you all are healthy and happy and wish your family a safe Thanksgiving break.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or feedback you may have.
Kris Rennie, Principal

IMPORTANT DATES

PARENT ZOOM MEETINGS

SCHOOL TO YOU SUPPLIES

Nov 20: School Appropriate PJ Spirit Day
Nov 25: Early Dismissal, Asynchronous/Small Groups until
1:30
Nov 26-27: NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break
Dec 9: Parent Zoom Meeting
Dec 10-11: NO SCHOOL, Scholar Led Conferences
Dec 18: Holiday Dress Up Spirit Day
Dec 21-Jan 3: NO SCHOOL, Winter Break

THURSDAY, NOV 19TH, 10-11:00
Parents, if you have questions or would like to give feedback
to our principal, Mrs. Rennie, please join our Parent Zoom
Meetings held twice monthly. Watch for the Zoom link to come
in an email and join her on Nov 19th @ 6:00pm and Dec 9th @
10:00am.

We look forward to see you!

https://s.smore.com/u/0b04d84f83327fa8d94a9b27bf908e47.png
https://s.smore.com/u/4e646327f800420530faacf43fa83203.jpg


Our new School To You program in FWPS provides weekly
supply drop offs at bus stop locations throughout the district.
For Star Lake, Thursday is our pick up day! The School To You
Icon can be found on your scholar’s Launchpad and this will give
you the time and place for your supply pick up. This same
information can also be found on
https://www.fwps.org/SchooltoYou. Please check this schedule
each week. Times may change.
Each week, there will be important curriculum delivered, and
teachers will be sending home items needed for their grade
level. We will send a call out each week on Wednesday to notify you of which grade levels will
have materials for pick up, and our teachers will reinforce this with their students weekly.
If you were unable to pick up your scholars materials at the School To You bus stops on
Thursday. We will be offering a DRIVE THRU make up day for pick up twice a month on
Wednesday from 9:00 am-3:00 pm Pull up to the main o�ce doors and either dial 253-945-4013
or HONK, and a staff member will assist you. Our next pick up days at Star Lake are Dec 2 &
16. If you have any questions about getting curriculum for your scholar, please call the o�ce,
253-945-4000.

SCHOOL MEALS

Federal Way Public Schools is dedicated to helping ensure
students are well fed, so they are ready to learn.
· There will be multiple meal pick up times; the earliest starting
at 9:30 a.m. and the latest ending at 6:00 p.m.
· Grab and go meal kits include: 5 breakfasts and 5 lunches.
Scholars will have a choice between a microwavable kit or
ready-to-eat kit.
· Parents may pick up for their children ages 18 or younger. Child does not need to be present.
For additional information visit: www.fwps.org/schoolmeals. If you have questions, please
call 253-945-5561 or email nutrition@fwps.org.
Pick Up Locations Near Star Lake
Appian Way Apartments 25818 26th Pl S, Kent, WA 98032, 9:30 AM—10:30 AM
Apex Apartments 24810 45th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032, 1:30 PM—2:30 PM
Totem Middle School 26630 40th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032, 9:30 AM—11:30 AM
Thomas Jefferson High School 4248 S 288th St, Auburn, WA 98001, 4:00 PM—6:00 PM

ATTENDANCE AWARENESS
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SCHOLAR LED CONFERENCES

To assure attendance is recorded properly, please be sure to log out of Launchpad every day.
Then log in to learn.fwps.org to begin learning again the next day.

DECEMBER 10 & 11
Scholar Led Conferences are coming up. We will be contacting
you to set up a time to meet with your teacher on Zoom on
one of those two days. Please have your scholar attend with
you.

Remember there is no school on either Thursday, Dec 10 or
Friday, Dec 11.

We can't wait to share with you the things we have been
learning!

http://learn.fwps.org/
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NURSES NEWS

There was a new con�rmed case of measles at SeaTac airport
on November 5th. It is important to know because if your
scholar has not gotten this vaccine, now would be an optimal
time. Measles is air born; it stays in the air after the infected
person coughs or sneezes up to 2 hours. An infected person
can spread measles before feeling any signs or symptoms. The
link below explains more about measles and where the infected
person was located in the airport. The best thing to do is get
vaccinated, especially if you are in contact with infants 1 year
and below, for they cannot get vaccinated and rely on us for
their safety with measles.

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/news/2020/November/11-measles.aspx

In�uenza (Flu) and COVID-19 are both contagious respiratory illnesses, but they’re caused by
different viruses. COVID- 19 is caused by an infection with a new coronavirus called SARS-
CoV-2. The Flu is caused by an infection with different in�uenza viruses. Because some of the
symptoms of �u and COVID-19 are similar, it may be hard to tell the difference between them
based on symptoms alone, and testing may be needed to help con�rm a diagnosis. Flu and
COVID-19 share many characteristics, but there are some key differences between the two:

1. COVID-19 seems to spread more easily than �u
2. COVID-19 causes more serious illnesses in some people.
3. It can also take longer before people show symptoms that are positive with COVID-19 and
people can be contagious for longer. It can take 2 to 14 days for a person to develop
symptoms after initial exposure to the virus; the average is about �ve days.
4. There is a vaccine to protect against �u but currently no vaccine to prevent against COVID-
19. The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed to the virus.

See below for comparisons between the Flu and Covid-19. To learn more about Flu and COVID-
19, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website:

https://www.cdc.gov/�u/season/faq-�u-season-2020-2021.htm#Flu-and-COVID-19.

Becky Dorsett, MSN, RN
Vivian Shields, MS, BSN, RN
Star Lake Mondays 945-4047
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2020-21 BATTLE OF THE BOOKS
From 2019-2020 BoB

1. Restart by Gordon Korman (IRLA: Orange)
2. Wishtree by Katherine Applegate (AR 4.2)
3. Mrs. Smith’s Spy School for Girls by Beth McMullen (IRLA:
Orange)
4. Mac Undercover by Mac Barnett (IRLA: Black)

Sasquatch Nominees
5. Small Spaces (Also YRC) by Katherine Arden (IRLA: Orange)
6. Bob by Wendy Mass (IRLA: Black)
7. The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon (IRLA: Orange)

Otter Award
8. Mia Mayhem is a Superhero! by Kara West (IRLA: White)
9. Stealing the Sword by Wendy Mass (IRLA: White)

YRC Nominees
10. Wings of Fire: The Dragonet Prophecy–Graphic Novel by Tui T. Sutherland (IRLA: Orange)

KCLS Global Challenge
11. A Boy Called Bat by Elana K. Arnold (IRLA: Black)
12. Stef Soto, Taco Queen by Jennifer Torres (IRLA: Orange)

LIBRARY LEARNING
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King County Library System
Online Resources for Educators, Parents & Caregivers

Looking for activities and resources to support students this
school year?

Visit kcls.org/k-12/ and sign up for the K-12 newsletter to stay
connected.

Featured Resources:
Online Homework Help with Tutor.com

Grades K-12, entry-level college and adults.
Get one-on-one, real-time tutoring and help with study skills.
Available every day from 2pm-midnight. kcls.org/tutor.com

Study Zone Plus
Grades K-12

Get homework help from volunteer tutors and recharge in
social spaces with other students.

Connect using internet or by calling from a phone.
kcls.org/studyzoneplus/

Need Help?
Contact Ask KCLS at kcls.org/ask or call us at 425.462.9600 or

800 462 9600 Open every day from 12 5pm

http://kcls.org/studyzoneplus/
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PBIS: SAFE, KIND AND PRODUCTIVE!



COUNSELORS CORNER
Dear Star Lake Students and Parents/Guardians,

The past 8 months have been incredibly tough for everyone
involved, including staff, students and parents/guardians. I want
to thank you for all your hard work in taking on the challenges
of remote learning. I understand that it’s very di�cult for
students who can’t see their friends on a daily basis, and this
can lead to feelings of isolation.

I’d like to offer one solution to this. Each Wednesday (asynchronous day), I have decided to
host “hang outs” by grade level. This will be entitled “What’s Up Wednesdays with Mrs.
Williams”. This is totally optional and will provide a space for students to get together, talk,
and play some games with me. This will be similar to the lunch bunch programs I’ve offered in
the school setting (Boys Group and Girls Group). The schedule would proceed as follows:

11:00-11:30 (KG)
11:30-12:00 (1)
12:00-12:30 (2)
12:30-1:00 (3)
1:00-1:30 (4)
2:30-3:00 (5)

Please follow this link to the zoom meeting or type in the meeting number on the zoom
website:
https://fwps.zoom.us/j/99250720367

https://fwps.zoom.us/j/99250720367
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The link will be the same each week. You can also �nd the link on my webpage. Just go to
your teacher’s homepage, and look for my name/picture. Then just click the link. Please make
sure the student’s name shows up on their pro�le. I will only be admitting people whose
names I recognize. This is to ensure that other people don’t try to join the meeting as well. As
always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, ideas and/or concerns. I’m excited
to see students and help them connect with one another while doing fun activities! And
parents/guardians, don’t forget to practice self-care when you get the chance, and please
reach out if you are in need of assistance and/or are feeling overwhelmed. We are here to
help!

Take care,

Tiffany Williams, School Counselor
tiwillia@fwps.org, (619) 618-0711 (call or text)

In Second Step news….
This month, our schoolwide theme is empathy. We’ll be reminding students to have empathy,
identify their own and others’ feelings, notice and respect same and different feelings, and
show compassion. Compassion involves saying kind words or doing something helpful to
show you care how another person feels. When students can identify, understand, and respond
in a caring way to how someone else is feeling, it helps create a positive and accepting
school climate. Second Step lessons speci�cally teach about empathy. Please tell me or your
child’s teacher if you have any questions about how you can help your child learn to identify
feelings and show empathy and compassion at home.

MULTI SERVICE CENTER HOLIDAY

DISTRIBUTION

2020 HOLIDAY FOOD
DISTRIBUTION
MSC will provide pre-packed boxes of holiday food for
Thanksgiving and the Winter Holiday during regular food bank
hours. Holiday food will be in addition to regular weekly food
distribution.

Thanksgiving Distribution: November 16-20

9:30am-2pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday
11am-1pm Thursday for 55+ only
5-6pm, Thursday
Winter Holiday Distribution: December 14-18

9:30am-2pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday

mailto:tiwillia@fwps.org
https://mschelps.org/gethelp/food/
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11am-1pm Thursday for 55+ only
5-6pm, Thursday
If you have additional questions, please see their website at
https://mschelps.org/gethelp/food/.

PTA REFLECTIONS

PTA UPDATES
Check out our website for info on meetings, events and
membership!
starlakepta.memberplanet.com
* Virtual Spirit Days:
Nov 20th Pajama Day
(school appropriate pajamas)
Dec 18 Holiday Dress Up Day
* High Trek reading logs are due December 1st.
* Interested in our Spirit Wear store? Go to:
starlakeelementary.itemorder.com
* Remember that a successful PTA needs your participation.
We appreciate your support!
If you have any questions please email us at:
starlakepta@gmail.com
Or check out our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StarLakeElementary

https://mschelps.org/gethelp/food/
http://starlakepta.memberplanet.com/
http://starlakeelementary.itemorder.com/
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NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:

Federal Way Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, sexual orientation,
gender expression or identity, age, marital or family status, veteran or military status, disability,
or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal. The district provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups.
If you have questions or complaints regarding alleged discrimination please email one of the
coordinators listed below, or call the district o�ce at 253-945-2000 and ask for one of the
coordinators listed below.
Civil Rights Compliance O�cer, Dan Dizon, compliance@fwps.org
Title IX Compliance Coordinator, Dan Dizon, titleix@fwps.org
504 Compliance Coordinator, Dr. Jennifer Westover, 504@fwps.org
ADA Compliance Coordinator, Janet Hodson, ADA@fwps.org

https://www.fwps.org/domain/2459
mailto:compliance@fwps.org
mailto:titleix@fwps.org
mailto:504@fwps.org
mailto:ADA@fwps.org






Facebook

STAR LAKE ELEMENTARY

Home of the Eagles!

4014 South 270th Street, Kent,… comments@fwps.org

253-945-4000 fwps.org/starlake

https://www.facebook.com/StarLakeFWPS
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